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PREFACE

Volume 44 contains letters, telegrams, notes and other
documents written or dictated in the period from October
1917 to November 1920; it supplements the works by Lenin
included in volumes 26-31 of this edition.

The documents relating to this period demonstrate
Lenin’s many-sided activity in building up the new, Soviet
machinery of state and ensuring its smooth running, guid-
ing economic and cultural development, and organising
the defence of the country.

In these documents Lenin gives directives for defeating
counter-revolutionary revolts, ensuring revolutionary order,
and defending the world’s first proletarian dictatorship.
They show Lenin as the organiser and inspirer of the vic-
tories over the interventionists and whiteguards. Lenin’s
instruction to the Red Guard Staff, his letters to the Petro-
grad Committee of the R.S.D.L.P.(B.), to the Supreme
Military Council, to the People’s Commissariat for
Naval Affairs, to G. V. Chicherin and M. M. Litvinov, to
E. M. Sklyansky, the telegrams to the Revolutionary Military
Councils of the Eastern and Southern fronts, to the army com-
manders, to S. I. Gusev, I. T. Smilga, M. M. Lashevich and
G. Y. Sokolnikov, and many other documents, are exam-
ples of Lenin’s activity in leading the struggle against
foreign and domestic counter-revolution and guiding the
military activities on the fronts of the Civil War.

Volume 44 publishes a letter of Lenin’s to the Central
Committee of the R.C.P.(B.) dated June 17, 1919, which,
like a number of other documents, shows that he regarded
the Central Committee of the Party as the body for collec-
tive leadership of the country’s defence. Lenin set aside
Trotsky’s objections to the Central Committee’s decision to
strengthen the General Headquarters, and wrote that this de-
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cision contained “what Trotsky overlooked, namely, that the
majority of the C.C. is convinced that ... all is not well at
Headquarters, and in seeking a serious improvement, in
seeking ways for a radical change it has taken a definite
step” (p. 255 of this volume).

In response to Lenin’s call, many of the country’s in-
dustrial cities sent their best Communists and non-Party
workers to the decisive fronts of the Civil War. Lenin
constantly followed the progress of mobilisation and the
training of reserves for the Red Army. In a letter to the
Revolutionary Military Council of the Southern Front re-
commending a group of Ivanovo-Voznesensk Communists
Lenin requested that they should be allocated correctly and
carefully. “I particularly ask to be informed of the receipt
of this letter,” he wrote, “and of where and how the com-
rades are assigned” (p. 302).

Situated as it was in a hostile capitalist encirclement,
the Soviet Republic experienced extreme difficulties. The
documents in this volume contain much material on Lenin’s
leadership of the foreign policy of the Soviet state and
show his exceptional perspicacity and profound understand-
ing of the alignment of forces in the international arena.
It was only thanks to the tremendous efforts of Lenin, in a
stubborn struggle of the Party against Trotsky and the opposi-
tional group of “Left Communists” that the peace treaty with
Germany was signed at Brest-Litovsk on March 3, 1918.
Its conclusion was a striking example of the wisdom and
flexibility of Lenin’s tactics, and his ability to frame the
solely correct policy in an extremely complicated situation.
The signing of the Brest peace and the struggle against
the “Left Communists™ are dealt with in the letter to Major-
General S. I. Odintsov on November 15 (28), 1917, the
note to Karl Radek on January 14 (27), 1918, the radio-
telegram to the peace delegation on February 25, 1918,
the telegram to Irkutsk on February 27, 1918, and other
documents.

The Soviet Government headed by Lenin consistently
pursued a policy of peace advocated peaceful coexistence
of states with different social systems. When the imperial-
ists of the Entente began their anti-Soviet armed interven-
tion, the Soviet state repeatedly addressed proposals for
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peace to the governments of the United States, Great Britain
and France. In the letter to G. V. Chicherin and L. M. Ka-
rakhan on October 10, 1918, Lenin wrote: “Regarding the
Note to Wilson, I think it should be sent. Write it in detail,
politely, but caustically, saying: in any case we con-
sider it our duty to propose peace—even to governments of
capitalists and multimillionaires—in order to try to stop the
bloodshed and to open the eyes of the peoples” (p. 152).
The Soviet Government’s readiness to enter into peace
negotiations with the leaders of the Entente Powers is
also stressed in Lenin’s letter of May 6, 1919, to Chicherin
and Litvinov. Letters to Krasin, Litvinov, Chicherin,
and others are devoted to the establishment of trade
and economic relations with the capitalist countries.
Among them are letters on the negotiations with W. B. Van-
derlip, a representative of American business circles (see
pp. 423, 442). In one of the letters, Lenin wrote: “trade
agreements with the Soviet Republics are more advan-
tageous to the British bourgeoisie than unprofitable and
even ruinous attempts to crush them” (pp. 404-05).

Published in this volume is a considerable number of
documents showing Lenin’s activity in the most diverse fields
of the socialist economy: putting the work of nationalised
enterprises on a proper footing, organising financial affairs,
the utilisation of the co-operative movement for supplylng
the population, the development of agriculture, the organi-
sation of communes and artels.

The volume contains Lenin’s letters elaborating and
clarifying the basic principles of the single economic plan
endorsed by the Ninth Congress of the R.C.P.(B.). A num-
ber of letters are devoted to propaganda for the electrifi-
cation of the country. Lenin was interested in the coal
deposits of Bryansk District, the oil of Ukhta, Berchogur
and Cheleken, the exploitation of shales, the use of peat
as a basis for electrification. He attached very great signifi-
cance to the development of engineering, to the speediest
introduction of up-to-date achievements in the national
economy, to making wide use of scientists and experts.
There are documents showing Lenin’s interest in the
Nizhni-Novgorod Radio Laboratory, which was in fact one
of the first scientific research institutes. In the note to N. P.
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Gorbunov on October 21, 1918, Lenin wrote: “I earnestly
request you to speed up as much as possible the Science
and Technology Department’s findings in regard to the
Radio Laboratory. It is extremely urgent. Drop me a line
when its findings are ready” (p. 156). The telegram
to the Porokhovo District Soviet on July 2, 1919, the letters
to N. A. Semashko on May 3, 1920, and to A. I. Rykov and
I. I. Radchenko on October 28, 1920, and other letters, are
indicative of Lenin’s attitude to inventions and inventors.

Lenin pointed out that scientists must play a leading
part in applying scientific knowledge to the national econo-
my and making use of scientific achievements. The present
volume publishes Lenin’s letter to Gorky of September 15,
1919, in which he said that the Soviet government
highly valued scientists who had resolved to devote their
knowledge and labour to the people. He wrote: “To the
‘intellectual forces’ who want to bring science to the people
(and not to act as servants of capital), we pay a salary
above the average. That is a fact. We take care of them.
That is a fact” (p. 285). At the same time he explained
to Gorky that the Soviet Government was compelled to
take severe measures against those who were involved in
counter-revolutionary conspiracies and revolts, which threat-
ened the lives of tens of thousands of workers and peasants.

Lenin repeatedly pointed to the need to put science and
ideology at the service of the new socialist order. He sharp-
ly criticised the views of the ideologists of Proletcult who
oppugned the leading role of the Soviet state and the Party
in cultural matters. Everything connected with raising the
cultural level of the working people claimed Lenin’s atten-
tion: the abolition of illiteracy, questions concerning litera-
ture, the quality of mass publications, the development of
libraries, radio broadcasting, the cinema, etc. One of the
main tasks of education during the first years of Soviet
rule was the liquidation of illiteracy. “... The struggle
against illiteracy is a task more important than any other,”
he wrote in August 1920 (p. 413).

Lenin attached great importance to propaganda and
agitation. On receiving a letter from a “group of students
interested in communism”, he wished them “most speedy
success in your study of communism, mastery of it, and
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commencement of practical work in the ranks of the Rus-
sian Communist Party” (pp. 147-48). Lenin devoted much
attention to the realisation of his plan for “monumental
propaganda”, for decorating the streets of Moscow and
Petrograd with revolutionary inscriptions on buildings and
with monuments to outstanding leaders of the revolutionary
movement and culture.

The Party and government exerted tremendous efforts to
rescue the country from the grip of economic chaos and
famine. In the letter to A. G. Shlyapnikov on May 28, 1918,
Lenin wrote: “The Central Committee has passed a decision
to direct the maximum number of Party workers to the
food front. For obviously we shall perish and ruin
the whole revolution if we do not conquer famine in the
next few months” (p. 95). The letter to the Commissariat
for Food and to the Food Department of the Supreme Eco-
nomic Council, the note to the secretary, the telegram to
Kharkov and Moscow, the letter to V. A. Antonov-Ovseyen-
ko and G. K. Orjonikidze, the telegram to S. V. Malyshev,
the telegram to the Revolutionary Military Councils of the
10th and 4th armies, the letter to the Agricultural Section
of the Food Department of the Moscow Soviet, and the
telegram to the Podolsk Uyezd Food Committee reflect
Lenin’s activities in the business of supplying food for the
Red Army and the population of the industrial centres.

“Petrograd and Moscow are without grain. Heroic meas-
ures needed. Wire exact reply immediately,” wrote Lenin
to V. A. Radus-Zenkovich; Chairman of the Saratov
Gubernia Executive Committee, on July 11, 1919 (p. 263).
“At all costs provide all workers of the Urals, particularly
the Ekaterinburg district, Kizel and other coal-mining
districts, with full supplies of essential foodstuffs,” was
Lenin’s instruction to the civil and military authorities of
Perm and Ekaterinburg in November 1919 (p. 311). He
gave special attention to supplies for children. Supporting
the proposals for ensuring food for children, Lenin wrote to
Tsyurupa “Perhaps something more could be done for the
children? It should be” (p. 188).

The letters show how Lenin’s principles of Party and
state leadership were worked out, and characterise his style
of work.
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Lenin attached immense importance to collective leader-
ship. As the documents in this volume show, on all impor-
tant matters he consulted his colleagues and other leading
workers and submitted these questions to the Central Com-
mittee or the Council of People’s Commissars for consider-
ation and decision. “I cannot go against the will and
decision of my Council colleagues,” he emphasised in a
letter to Maria Andreyeva (p. 69). At the same time Lenin
considered it essential that collective leadership should be
duly combined with the personal responsibility of each
worker for the task entrusted to him. On August 26, 1918,
he wrote to A. P. Smirnov: “I very much fear that you
in Saratov are playing at collegiate methods at a time
when the work demands energy and prompt action by res-
ponsible executives...” (p. 142). Lenin severely criticised
all manifestations of localism, anarchy, indiscipline, or the
refusal of one or another staff member to submit to instruc-
tions from higher organisations. He taught the executives
of administrative and Party bodies to be business-like,
quicker on the move in taking decisions, to be able to
concentrate attention on the most important task and see
each job through to the end.

A number of documents show Lenin’s efforts to strengthen
revolutionary, socialist legality. In the note to the Commis-
sariat for Justice on April 15, 1918, be stressed the need
for codification, for publishing a Collection of Laws and
Decrees of the Soviet Government, for expanding propa-
ganda on matters of law among the population, and for
drawing the mass of working people into the work of the
People’s Courts. He pointed to the need for a determined
struggle against embezzlement of state property, profiteer-
ing and hooliganism; he proposed severe measures of
punishment for bribe-takers. Lenin demanded that all Soviet
bodies and all the personnel of the state apparatus should
strictly observe the laws in force in the Republic. He wrote
that the mere suggestion to evade a decree should entail
prosecution by the courts. Lenin was quick to react to any
information signalising a violation of socialist legality, he
issued directives for a deeper study of individual cases,
and took vigorous steps to stop responsible workers abusing
their official position.
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The Communist Party of Soviet Russia acted as a great
patriotic and international force. Lenin closely followed
the events in Hungary and endeavoured to hearten the
Hungarian Communists, who were encountering great dif-
ficulties. In a letter to Bela Kun, he wrote: “We are aware
of Hungary’s grave and dangerous situation and are doing
all we can.... Hold on with all your might, victory will
be ours” (p. 271). “The communist movement in all coun-
tries is growing remarkably. The Soviet system has every-
where become a practical slogan for the working masses.
This is a step forward of tremendous world-historic signifi-
cance.” These were the words with which Lenin greeted
the Dutch Communists in October 1919 (p. 291). He wrote
to Raymond Robins on April 30, 1918: “I am sure the new
democracy, that is, the proletarian democracy, is coming
in all countries and will crush all obstacles and the impe-
rialist-capitalist system...” (p. 82).

All the documents given in Volume 44 are published
in accordance with the Fifth (Russian) Edition of Lenin’s
Collected Works (volumes 50 and 51).

Institute of Marxism-Leninism
of the C.C., C.P.S.U.
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1
INSTRUCTION TO THE RED GUARD STAFF'

Please take all steps for immediate execution.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)

Written on October 30
(November 12), 1917

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

2

TO THE PETROGRAD COMMITTEE
OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

To the P.C.

I earnestly request the Petrograd Committee immediately
to pass a decision against conciliation and to put it before
the C.C.

Lenin

Written on November 2 (15), 1917
First published in part Printed from the original
in 1960 in the journal
Voprosy Istorit KPSS No. 2

Published in full in 1965
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50*

* All references to the Fifth Edition of Lenin’s Collected Works
have in view the Russian edition.—Ed.
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3
TO Y. M. SVERDLOV

Comrade Sverdlov

The bearer has a mandate from the local Soviet.

He wants to work in Petrograd.

Makes an excellent impression.

He wants “militant” work among the masses (as agitator,
ete.) .

I strongly advise you to give him an opportunity at once
to prove his worth in work among the masses in Petrograd.?

Lenin

Written not earlier than
November 8 (21), 1917

First published in 1957 Printed from the original
in the journal
Istorichesky Arkhiv No. 5

4

TO THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR INFORMATION
OF THE LABOUR PRESS OF AMERICA,
FRANCE AND GREAT BRITAIN*

I am ready to reply to your questions if you give me an
absolutely formal and precise guarantee, first, that you
will inform the entire labour press, i.e., also the press
organs of an internationalist trend (Heywood, the S.L.P.
in America, Tom Mann and the British Socialist Party in
Britain, Loriot and his friends in France, etc.), and sec-
ondly, that my reply will be reproduced without any alter-
ations, that is to say, you have the right not to publish
my reply, but if you do publish it you have no right to
change anything in my text.

Who is the responsible representative of your “Interna-
tional Association” here, in London, New York and Paris?

Lenin
Written in November
prior to 10 (23), 1917
First published on January 26, Printed from the original
1960, in French (in facsimile) Translated from the
and Rumanian in the newspaper French

Scinteia No. 4740, Bucharest

First published in Russian
on January 27, 1960
in the newspaper Pravda No. 27
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5
TO MAJOR-GENERAL S. I. ODINTSOV

You have proposed to me the organisation of a group of
staff officers and generals who have a higher military edu-
cation and who wish to work out the military and technical
problems of an armistice that would permit Russia, without
violation of her interests, to secure the suspension of hos-
tilities.

In view of the extreme urgency of this matter, I would
earnestly request you to get your group together at once,
tomorrow morning, and to send me tomorrow evening at
least a brief outline of the main problems, points and pro-
visions of an armistice agreement (demarcation of the
front line, stipulation that no troops be moved to other
fronts, control measures, etc., etc.), and also to indicate
the person or persons who would be fully competent to
take part directly in the negotiations.

Please send me a reply by messenger.

Written on November 15 (28), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph tape

6

TO THE PETROGRAD COMMITTEE
OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

To the P.C.

Can one of the comrades write and tell me whether a
resolution on courts of law was adopted yesterday in the
Petrograd Soviet and what has been done practically?®

Lenin

Written on November 25
(December 8), 1917
First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph tape
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7
TELEGRAM TO THE ARMY IN THE FIELD

Semennik, Chairman of the Committee of units
not included in the divisions of the 21st Army Corps
The Army in the Field

Landed estates together with live and dead stock shall
be handed over to the land committees. They must be
strictly safeguarded as the property of the people.

Lenin
Written on November 26
(December 9), 1917
First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph tape

8
TO THE C.C. OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

The Hanecki affair

On the question of Hanecki, the narrow C.C. has passed
a decision not to appoint him as representative in Stock-
holm.

That is to say, it rescinded the previous decision of the C.C.

I propose that this decision be countermanded on the
following grounds.

What are the arguments against Hanecki?

He is known since 1903; a member of the Polish C.C.
who worked for many years as a C.C. member; we saw his
work in Cracow, his trips to Russia, etc., we saw him at all
congresses, etc., etc.

The arguments are merely a campaign of bourgeois
slanders, Zaslavsky’s outcries.

It would be quite unworthy of a workers’ party to show
such credulity to intellectualist scandal. Let someone prove
anything bad about Hanecki first, before we remove
him.

“But Hanecki traded with Parvus,” they “all” say.
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Hanecki earned his living as an employee in a commercial
firm of which Parvus was a shareholder. That is what
Hanecki told me. It has not been refuted.

Is it forbidden to work in capitalist commercial under-
takings? Where? By what decision of the Party?

Are there no people among us who work in commercial
firms of Russian, British and other capitalists?

Or is it permissible to be a technician, a manager or an
employee of Russian capitalists, but not of German, even
when living in a neutral country?? And is that to be the
decision of an “internationalist” party??

Let it decide frankly, let it pass a general resolution,
let it give grounds for the step taken against Ha-
necki.

When Bukharin wanted to go and work in Parvus’s busi-
ness as a writer, we dissuaded him, for after all it is not
a commercial firm. But while we dissuaded him, we did
not denounce the Mensheviks® in Parvus’s employ. We did
not denounce Zurabov and a host of others, we did not
accuse them.

Who accused them, and where?

Why is it that up to now we have not questioned the
Mensheviks and others who lived in Copenhagen and knew
of Hanecki’s commercial occupation and who did not con-
demn him? We could and should have done that.

Not a single fact against Hanecki has been established,
no ban has been passed on being employed in capitalist
commercial firms of all countries, no check has been made
on the rumours and slanders of notorious slanderers like
Zaslavsky—yet the man is to be “removed”?? There is
nothing here but “fear” of the slanders of irresponsible
slanderers.

It is unworthy of a working-class party to be so credu-
lous of scandal. If the comrades who succumb to scandal
are “perturbed”, “worried”, why shouldn’t they exert them-
selves a little? Isn’t it better to take some pains to find
the truth than to repeat scandal? In Petrograd itself it is
possible (if a perturbed comrade wants to go to same trou-
ble and not decide things offhand) to find witnesses from
Copenhagen, and in Moscow too. Why don’t the anonymous
accusers of Hanecki in the ranks of our Party do that??



48 V. I. LENIN

Such treatment of an absent comrade, who has worked
for more than ten years, is the height of injustice.
Written in November, not later

than 29 (December 12), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

9

TELEGRAM TO THE COMMITTEE FOR ELECTIONS
TO THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY’

Pskov

I remain a deputy of the Baltic Fleet and request you
to replace me by the next candidate on the Bolshevik list.*

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Written on November 30
(December 13), 1917

First published in 1958 Printed from the text
in the journal of the telegraph form
Sovetsky Moryak No. 5

10

TO THE PETROGRAD COMMITTEE
OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

8. XII. 1917
To the P.C.

Please send not less than 100 persons, absolutely reliable
Party members, to room No. 75, second floor—the Com-
mittee to Combat Looting. (For performance of commissar
duties.)8

The matter is extremely important. The Party is re-
sponsible. Approach the districts and factories.

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on December 8 (21), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

* Similarly worded telegrams were sent to Petrograd and Mos-
cow.—Ed.
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1
TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO

Comrade Antonov, who is leaving for Moscow and from
there for the south to conduct military operations against
Kaledin,? is obliged every day, by direct line (personally
or through an aide), to inform the Council of People’s
Commissars whom precisely he, or other military authori-
ties, appoints as responsible persons for directing particu-
lar operations, especially as regards movement and mus-
tering of troops and command.

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on December 8 (21), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV the typewritten text

12

TO G. I. BLAGONRAVOV
AND V. D. BONCH-BRUYEVICH

8. XII. 1917
Comrades Blagonravov and Bonch-Bruyevich

The arrests which have to be carried out on the orders
of Comrade Peters are of exceptionally great importance
and must be executed with great energy.* Special measures
must be taken to prevent destruction of papers, flight,
concealment of documents, etc.

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on December 8 (21), 1917

First published in part in 1960 Printed from the original
in Voprosy Istorii KPSS No. 6

Published in full in 1965
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

* This refers to the arrest of counter-revolutionaries.—Ed.
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13
TELEGRAM TO V. V. VOROVSKY

Vorovsky
Stockholm

Urgently find and send here three highly skilled account-
ants to work on reform of the banks. Knowledge of Rus-
sian is not essential. Fix their remuneration yourself in
accordance with local conditions.

Lenin
Written in December
after 8 (21), 1917
First published on November 6-7, Printed from the text
1927, in the newspaper Izvestia of the telegraph form
No. 256
14
TO V. V. OBOLENSKY
18. XII. 1917

Comrade Obolensky,

I recommend to you the bearer, Comrade Solovyov (tele-
phone 265-24), an expert on the oil industry and the
author of a plan for nationalisation. He should be used!

V. Ulyanov

I gave his memorandum (on the oil industry) to Shlyap-
nikov. There is a copy for you too (Shlyapnikov has it).10

Written on December 18 (31), 1917

First published in part in 1958 Printed from the original
in the book: O deyatelnosti
V. I. Lenina v 1917- 1922 (Activities
of V. I. Lenin in 1917-1922), Moscow

Published in full in 1965
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

15
TO P. A. KOZMIN

20. XII. 1917
Comrade Kozmin,

I was expecting you yesterday for a talk about the case
of the delegates from the No. 2 Steel Plant at Kamenskaya
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stanitsa. They ask that financing should be stopped and
the commission withdrawn, since they regard it as reaction-
ary and parasitic. If we do not see each other this evening,
please telephone me."

Lenin

Written on December 20, 1917
(January 2, 1918)

First published in November Printed from the original
1927 in the journal Sovetskoye
Mukomolye i Khlebopecheniye No. 8

16
TO CHARLES DUMAS"

21/XI11—1917
Dear Citizen Charles Dumas,

My wife and I recall with great pleasure the time we
met you in Paris, rue Bonier. We are very grateful to you
for the exchange of ideas and for the very accurate infor-
mation on the socialist movement in France.

I very much regret that personal relations between us
became impossible after such profound political differences
divided us. Throughout the war I fought against the
“national defence” trend, I always stood for a split, being
convinced that that tendency was ruining socialism com-
pletely.

It goes without saying that I am writing this letter not
as a member of the government but as a private individual.

Please accept our greetings, dear citizen, and best wishes
from my wife and myself.

Lenin
Written on December 21, 1917
(January 3, 1918)
First published on March 6, 1959, Printed from the text
in French in The Times Literary Translated from
Supplement (London) No. 2975 the French

First published in Russian
on April 14-20, 1963, in Nedelya,
Sunday Supplement of Izvestia,
No. 16
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17
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO

The Council of People’s Commissars is confident that
Comrade Antonov will continue as before to act in close
contact with the central Ukrainian Soviet authorities who
were greeted by the Council of People’s Commissars, and
with 1ghe Commissar Extraordinary appointed by the
C.P.C.

Written on December 30, 1917
(January 12, 1918)
First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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18
TELEGRAM TO L. M. KARAKHAN*

Karakhan

Russian Peace Delegation

Brest-Litovsk

Copy to Supreme Commander-in-Chief Krylenko

I received your telegram concerning the report from the
members of the Revolutionary Committee of the 8th Army
—Kuzmin and Reizon." I am passing this telegram on
to the Commander-in-Chief with my advice: not to give
way to the provocation of the Kiev Rada, not to trust it,
and to act in an armed, organised and most resolute way
against the Rumanian counter-revolutionary command,
against the Kaledinites and their accomplices in the Kiev
Rada.

Lenin
Written on January 3 (16), 1918
First published in 1965 Printed from the text
in Collected Works, of the telegraph tape

Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

19
INSTRUCTION

The soldier and sailor comrades on guard duty within
the precincts of the Taurida Palace are instructed not to
allow any violence towards the counter-revolutionary part

* Transmitted by direct line.—Ed.
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of the Constituent Assembly and, while permitting all to
freely leave the Taurida Palace, not to let anyone in with-
out special orders.’

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars®
Written on the night
of January 5 (18), 1918

Published on January 12 (25), Printed from the original
in the newspaper
Russkiye Vedomosti No. b

20

TELEPHONE MESSAGE
TO THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT FOR JUSTICE

I have just received a report that last night sailors entered
the Mariinskaya hospital and killed Shingaryov and Ko-
koshkin. I order you immediately: first, to begin a rigo-
rous investigation; secondly, to arrest the sailors guilty
of this murder.!

Lenin
Written on January 7 (20), 1918
Published on January 8 (21), Printed from
1918, in PravtI{Ia (evening edition) the typewritten copy
0.6
21
TO K. A. MEKHONOSHIN
7. 1. 1918

Comrade Mekhonoshin

The bearer, Comrade Rahja, is an old Party functionary,
personally known to me and absolutely trustworthy. It is
extremely important to help him (for the Finnish proletar-

*The document was signed also by M. S. Uritsky, Commissar
of the All-Russia Committee for Elections to the Constituent Assem-
bly and member of the Extraordinary Commission for the Defence
of Petrograd.—Ed.
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iat) by supplying weapons: some 10,000 rifles with
cartridges and 10 three-inch guns with shells.
Please fulfil this without reducing the figures.

Yours,
Lenin

Written on January 7 (20), 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

22
INSTRUCTION TO V. D. BONCH-BRUYEVICH

Instruction

Notify the sailors of the Guards Depot (taking signed
statements from them that they have been so informed)
that they are answerable for the lives of the arrested of-
ficers and that they, the sailors, will be deprived of food
rations, arrested and prosecuted.

Take urgent measures: (1) for sending a well-armed guard
to the building; (2) for recording as many as possible of
the names of the Guards Depot sailors.'”

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written in January, not earlier
than 8 (21), 1918

First published in 1930 in the book: Printed from the original
Vladimir Bonch-Bruyevich,
Na boyevykh postakh Fevralskoi
i Oktyabrskoi revolyutsit
(At the Fighting Posts
of the February and October
Revolutions), Moscow

23

TO THE COMMISSARIAT FOR FOOD AND THE FOOD
DEPARTMENT OF THE SUPREME ECONOMIC
COUNCIL®

13. I. 1918

The bearers, Comrades Suvorov and Antropov, are dele-
gates of the Regional Committee of the Urals Soviets.
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It is necessary to authorise them to adopt the most revo-
lutionary measures to ensure the movement to Petrograd
of railway trucks with grain from Siberia.

Lenin

Written on January 13 (26), 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

24
NOTE TO THE SECRETARY

To be given to Schlichter and Nevsky with the request
that they assist with the utmost energy these people, who
make an excellent impression, for only such contingents
(40-60 persons from the locality) are able to save us from
famine.

Lenin

Written on January 13 (26), 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

25
TELEGRAM TO KHARKOV AND MOSCOW

Orjonikidze, People’s Secretariat, Antonov’s Staff,
Kharkov

Commander-in-Chief Muralov

Presidium of the Soviet of Deputies

Moscow

We have received news of a traffic jam between Orel
and Kursk preventing the passage of trains with coal and
grain. Any hold-up threatens famine and stoppage of
industry. We suspect sabotage by railwaymen in this
locality for there have been several cases of sabotage there.
We urgently ask you to take the most ruthless revo-
lutionary measures. We ask you to send out a detachment
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of absolutely reliable persons. Use all means to ensure the
movement of trucks with grain to Petrograd, otherwise
there is a threat of famine. Place several sailors or Red
Guards on each of the locomotives. Remember that it
depends on you to save Petrograd from famine.

Lenin
Written on January 13 (26), 1918
First published in 1945 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV in Gorbunov’s handwriting
26
TO KARL RADEK
14. 1. 1918

Dear Radek,

Trotsky or Kamenev will inform you of my point of
view. I fundamentally and radically disagree with you.
You are falling into the trap which the imperialists of
both groups are setting the Republic of Soviets.'?

With best regards,

Yours,
Lenin
Written on January 14 (27), 1918
First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI Translated

from the German

27

TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO
AND G. K. ORJONIKIDZE

15. 1. 1918
Antonov and Sergo
Kharkov

For God’s sake, take the most energetic and revolutionary
measures to send grain, grain and more grain!!! Otherwise
Petrograd may perish. Special trains and detachments.
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Grain collection and delivery. Have the trains convoyed.
Report daily.
For God’s sake!
Lenin

Written on January 15 (28), 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

28
TO N. I. PODVOISKY AND N. V. KRYLENKO*

15. 1. 1918
Comrade Podvoisky and Comrade Krylenko

I received the enclosed letter today from the Dutch
comrade Luteraan, a member of the Left “Tribunist”
Party.?’ I made his acquaintance in 1915 in Berne.

Luteraan asks to be given money for his journey and to
be enrolled in Russia’s Red Guard.

On grounds of principle I would request you to do what
he asks. Perhaps he could be enrolled temporarily among
the Letts or Estonians who speak German, until he has
learnt Russian.?!

Lenin
Written on January 15 (28), 1918

First published in part Printed from the original
in 1957 in the book:
Y. Yerykalov, Krasnaya Guardia
v borbe za vlast Sovetov
(The Red Guard in the Struggle
for Soviet Power), Moscow

Published in full in 1965 in
Collected Works, Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

29

TO THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT
FOR MILITARY AFFAIRS
17. 1. 1918

Please issue to the Commissar of the Finlandskaya Rail-
way 25,000 rifles and 30 machine-guns, required for the

*Lenin made the following note on the document: “B. Luteraan.
Oostenburgermiddenstraat 591, Amsterdam. Holland.” —Ed.
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protection of Russian soldiers in Finland against the
atrocities of whiteguard bourgeois detachments.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on January 17 (30), 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

30
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO
Antonov
Kharkov

I congratulate you on your victory.?? I shall immedi-
ately transmit your demand to Moscow. Direct all efforts
towards sending grain and more grain to Petrograd.

Lenin
Written on January 17 (30), 1918
First published in 1942 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV of the telegraph tape

31
TELEGRAM TO KULLERVO MANNER AND KARL VIIK

Urgent. Governmental
Prime Minister Manner
and Karl Viik
Helsingfors

Radio transmissions in Swedish and telegrams on behalf
of the unions of Swedish workers in Finland should be
sent to Sweden as frequently and in as great detail as pos-
sible in order to refute the extremely mendacious reports
of the Swedish bourgeois press about the events in Fin-
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land.?® Please let me know whether you are taking all
measures.

Lenin

Written on January 24
(February 6, 1918)

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

32
TELEGRAM TO ARTHUR HENDERSON?

The Russian Socialist Government regrets inability to
participate in the Allied Socialist Conference as being
contrary to the principles of Internationalism. We object
to division of the working class according to Imperialist
grouping. If British Labour agrees to Russian peace aims,
which are already accepted by the Socialist parties of the
Central Powers, such division is still more unwarranted.

Written on January 24

(February 6, 1918)
Sent to London

Published on February 14, Printed from
1918, in English in the newspaper the newspaper text
The Call No. 97 Written in English

First published in Russian
in 1965 in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

33

TELEGRAM TO GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF*

Use all methods available to you to cancel today’s tele-
gram on peace and general demobilisation of the armies
on all fronts. By order of Lenin.?®

Written on January 29
(February 11, 1918)

First published in 1964 Printed from the text
in the book: A. L. Fraiman, of the telegraph tape
Revolyutsionnaya zashchita

Petrograda v fevrale-marte 1918
(The Revolutionary Defence
of Petrograd in February-March
1918), Moscow-Leningrad

* Transmitted by direct line by Lenin’s secretary.—Ed.
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34

TELEGRAM TO GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF*

Notify all army commissars and Bonch-Bruyevich that
all telegrams signed by Trotsky and Krylenko on demobil-
isation of the army are to be held up. We cannot give you
the peace terms, since peace really has not yet been con-
cluded. Please hold up all telegrams reporting peace until
you receive special permission.

Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1964 Printed from the text
in the book: A. L. Fraiman, of the telegraph tape
Revolyutsionnaya zashchita

Petrograda v fevrale-marte 1918,
Moscow-Leningrad

35

TO A. L. KOLEGAYEV
30. 1. 1918
Comrade Kolegayev,

Please help the bearers (the First Russian Society of
Communist Agricultural Workers) with advice and direc-
tives as to how and where to obtain land. Their initiative
is excellent; support it in every way.?6

Lenin

Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV

36

TO G. Y. ZINOVIEV
30. I. 1918
Comrade Zinoviev,

Please send on Sunday at two o’clock a suitable comrade
from the Petrograd Soviet to the meeting of the Obukhov

* Transmitted by direct line. The text of this telegram is repro-
duced in the telegram of the Main Naval Headquarters to Centrobalt
(the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets of Sailors of the
Baltic Fleet).—Ed.
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workers, who have formed the First Russian Society of
Communist Agricultural Workers, to give directives, advice
and help.

It would be good to select an experienced practical
organiser.

Lenin

Written on January 30

(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

317
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO

Commander-in-Chief Antonov
Nikitovka

Petrol shortage threatens to bring the mines to a stand-
still; it will be impossible to pump out the water. We ur-
gently ask you, if there is the slightest military possibility,
to send all petrol to the mines, at the disposal of the Khar-
kov Regional Economic Council, 27 Sumskaya.

Lenin

Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

38
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO
Commander-in-Chief Antonov
Nikitovka*

We have nothing against the appointment of Kozhev-
nikov. Make contact with Obolensky and the All-Ukraine

*The address and sentences: “We have nothing against” and
“Do not act without agreement with Obolensky and the C.E.C.”
were written in Lenin’s hand.—Ed.
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C.E.C. Do not act without agreement with Obolensky and
the C.E.C.; if there are no objections on their part, we
agree to the appointment of Kozhevnikov as Commissar
Extraordinary of the Donets Basin.

Lenin
Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)
First published in 1965 Printed from the text
in Collected Works, written by Lenin and Stalin
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50 and signed by Lenin

39
INSTRUCTION TO THE SECRETARY
Give this telegram to Chicherin and request him urgently

to send an inquiry and protest to the Swedish Ambassa-
dor.27

Lenin

Written on February 14, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

40
TELEGRAM TO KULLERVO MANNER

Urgent
Manner Governmental. Secret
People’s Government of Finland
Helsingfors

I request you immediately to obtain information from
Centrobalt regarding the arrival of Swedish cruisers at
Oland and the landing of troops by the Swedes. Be so kind
as to let me know by telegraph as quickly as possible what
information the Finnish Workers’ Government has about
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this and what its attitude is to this whole matter and to
the intervention of Swedish armed forces.28

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on February 14, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

41
RADIO-TELEGRAM TO CENTROBALT

Can the report really be true that Swedish warships came
to Oland Island, landed a detachment and forced our men
to retreat? What military measures of defence and counter-
action has Centrobalt taken? What warships has it sent to
Oland, and when precisely?

Reply immediately. We are extremely concerned. We
refuse to believe that Centrobalt and our revolutionary
fleet have been inactive. I await a reply.

Lenin
Written on the night
of February 14, 1918
First published in 1965 Printed from the text
in Collected Works, of the telegraph tape

Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

42

TELEGRAM TO E. V. LUGANOVSKY,
PEOPLE’S SECRETARY
OF THE UKRAINIAN SOVIET REPUBLIC

People’s Secretary Luganovsky
Kharkov

Today Podvoisky, People’s Commissar for Military
Affairs, sent the following telegram to Kudinsky:

“In accordance with the plenary powers given to you, you are to
carry out the following: on the territory of the Ukrainian Soviet Re-
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public your activities must be exactly co-ordinated with those of the
Ukrainian Soviet authorities, hence your extraordinary plenary
powers as regards the subordination of particular organs of power
apply exclusively to the gubernias of Bryansk, Smolensk, Vitebsk,
Orel, Voronezh and Tula.”

I hope that you will be satisfied with this and that
Kudinsky will comply.
Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on February 15, 1918

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

43

TELEGRAM TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE
OF THE DON REGION

Gove